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 Existing Rules for Cross-Service – modified 
 Site moves require crossing 60 dBu contours 
 Matoon Waiver – for AM Station translators 
◦ Current and proposed sites must be MX 
◦ No History of Band-hopping 
◦ 4 year holding requirement 

 



 6 month app window for C and D classes 
 Can move a translator up to 250 miles 
 Any available commercial band FM frequency 
 Translator 60 dBu - inside AM 2 mV/m or 25 

mile circle from the AM transmitter 
 2nd 3 month window for all classes 
 New station windows open in 2017 

 





 Rule was… 5 mV/m contour covers 
80% of principal city-area or pop  

◦ Changes to 50 % 
◦ 80% for new stations and allocations – was 

100% 



 Rule was 80% of community area or 
population with NIF 
◦ Requirements eliminated for existing 

stations 
◦ 50% NIF coverage for new stations or when 

changing the community of license 



 Was – a change to an AM station would 
require a10% reduction of the interference 
contribution to the NIF of other stations 

 Prevented stations from improving nighttime 
coverage 
 



 Expanding urban sprawl – city boundaries 
are expanding 

 Value of property worth more than 
station 

 Finding new property for AM towers very 
difficult 

 Available sites are often well outside city 
boundaries 

 Tower restrictions, NEPA requirements  



 Saves 20 to 40 percent on power consumption 
 Experimental Authority no longer required 
 Send a letter to FCC with notification 



 Reduced by 25% 
 Further reduction may be granted on 

an experimental basis 
 Allows more flexibility in 

multiplexing with other AM stations 
 Smaller antennas can be used such 

as the Valcom V33075AM. 



Current Rules 

362 mV/m. 
282 mV/m. 
241 mV/m. 



◦ Class A is now protected at night on co-channel to 
the 0.5 mV/m 50% skywave – FCC asks, “should 
that be changed to 0.1 mV/m ground wave 
contour?” 
◦ Should the special Critical Hour protections be 

eliminated for class A stations? 
◦ Should the 1991rules for calculating RSS values of 

interfering field strength for calculating NIF be used 
instead of current rules? (i.e. change back to the50% 
exclusion method and consider only co-channel.) 
 



Current Rules Proposed Rules – Pre 1991 



WBNS-Pre Rejuvenation – Max Power = 5 kW 





WBNS Post Rejuvenation – 43 kW  





 







 Change from multiple towers to only one 
 Great ability to multiplex on existing towers 
 Increase daytime power – serve larger audience 
 More flexibility for relocation of facilities 
 Use shorter less expensive towers 
 Reduce Power bill – MDCL 
 More stations can increase nighttime power 

 
 



 Be stopped from an increase by other stations 
 Lose part of the 0.5 mV/m interference free   
 Being forced to do a costly power increase 
 Class A loses nighttime coverage 
 Proposal needs the establishment of a fair 

method of opening an application window 
 
 



 Revise rules on cross service translators to 
fill-ins to allow 60 dBu contour to be no more 
that 25 miles from transmitter or to the 2 
mV/m whichever is the “greater”.  

 In no event can the translator be beyond a 40 
mile circle. (rather than the current 25 miles) 



 Modify Partial Proof rules to reduce the 
number of radial measurements for DAs 

 Modify rules for Methods of Moments Proofs 
 Surrender licenses of dual expanded band 

stations 
 Open Expanded Band to additional applicants 
 Relax the main studio requirements 
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